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Gibson County Board of Commissioners
Regular Session
December 29", 2015
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The Gibson County Board of Commissioners met in Regular Session on December 29th, 2015, at
9:30 AM at the North Annex Meeting Room.

Members Present: Included President Stephen E. Bottoms, Vice-President Gerald Bledsoe,
Commissioner Alan Douglas, Administrative Assistant Kay Vore, County Attorney James
McDonald III, and County Auditor Sherri Smith.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and Welcome were recited and led by President Bottoms.

Minutes: There were no minutes to be approved.
Claims:

County General - $143,620.52

Courts - $15,422.97

Highway - $293,514.92

Sheriff - $20,856.22

ACH - $15,048.10

CAW-$9,559.73

Payroll for 12/25/15 - $275,674.80
Non-Union Ins. Claims - $32,255.17
Payroll Claim Deductions — 132,171.17
Non-Union Insurance Claims - $132,498.54

Motion made by Vice-President Bledsoe to pay the Claims, seconded by Commissioner
Douglas. With no further discussion, the Motion carried 3-0.

Department Reports:

There were no Department Reports presented.
Old Business:

» County Highway New Hire - Motion by Vice-President Bledsoe to hire Mark Tuley,
seconded by Commissioner Douglas after review of over 40 applicants. With no further
discussion, the Motion carried 3-0. Commissioner Douglas made request that
Administrative Assistant Kay Vore contact Mr. Tuley.

* Sub-Division Ordinance - Vice-President Bledsoe made a motion to take the people
involved in the courthouse, himself and some outsiders and they sit down and review the
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Ordinance and the problems the Commissioners are having and being contacted by
owners of property in the county. Try to work out or see if some of these things are
absolutely necessary or need to change some of them. Leave in what they have, sit down
and go through some of these problems. County Attorney asked if he was forming a
committee and he said "yes". President Bottoms asked if they would be able to have
communications. Vice-President Bledsoe said that would depend on how everyone
handles themselves. President Bottoms stated that they have attempted to have
communication in the past. Vice-President Bledsoe said that he was assured that there
would be communication, otherwise this would go out and he doesn't think that would be
best for the county. He repeated they have to do what is best for the county and there will
have to be some change made. No time-frame has been set. Commissioner Douglas
asked if they would still be allowed to make changes/waivers under the current
ordinance. County Attorney stated that Commissioners would still be allowed to make
waivers. With that, Commissioner Douglas seconded the motion. Further discussion,
included the Flood Plain Administrator made request to be a part of the committee,
Council President Overton stated that he felt they were going in the right direction.
When you talk with Bob Townsend or folks that are on the committee it does a lot of
good and prevents a lot of problems in the future. Vice-President Bledsoe states that he
has heard from 25 citizens and main issue has been partials off of their farms to their sons
and daughters. President Bottoms stated that for 3 years they have comments from
people that have had unintended consequences from the minor part. President Bottoms
said that if they can go through this and pick out the good and the bad, he is ok with that,
but that hasn't occurred at this point. Surveyor Stevenson asked Assessor Kim Minkler,
who is on the sub-division review committee if she had received any comments by the 3
Commissioners in the last 3 years about the ordinance and problems because he

hadn't, she said "she had not.” They all mutually agreed to work together. With no
further discussion, the motion carried 3-0.

New Business:

Blight Elimination Program - Debbie Bennett-Steersman gave an update on the Program
and to get some guidance on the next set of houses. There were 8 in the first set of test
houses, 7 of those houses were in the City of Princeton and 1 in the town of Haubstadt.
Test was completed on the State Street home, received the report back from the State and
it was all clear to proceed with the balance of 7 homes. She gave a "notice to proceed to
Naas" yesterday and they took down 527 N Gibson. They did encounter a cistern on the
property and will have to do a change order and there are also some trees that the
property owner would like taken down. They are getting a quote to see if they have
enough money. The change order for the cistern was in the amount of $2,795.00, she
went ahead and approved it because there was enough money in that houses budget. She
brought a change order today for the Commissioner's to approve and sign for Naas.
Vice-President Bledsoe made a motion to approve the change order, seconded by
President Bottoms. Commissioner Douglas questioned the trees on this property. She
said that the specs call for trees 6" or less or dead are to be automatically removed. These
trees are larger than 6" and there will be a quote and another change order. If there is not
enough money in the budget for the individual home, she will not approve the change




order, if not enough money, the property owner will be asked to pay for it. With no

further discussion, the Motion carried 3-0.

The next item of business that she has is the next set of homes that have been chosen for
demolition - one home in Hazleton; four in Oakland City; four in Owensville; two in Ft.
Branch and one within the County for a total of twelve houses. They would like to
advertise these twelve homes in the Clarion on January 12th and January 19th. Conduct a
pre-bid meeting January 20th at 10 a.m. in the North Annex. Bids will be due February
2nd at 8:00 a.m. and then open the bids on February 2nd at 8:00 a.m. She would like for
the Commissioners to approve those homes and the Bid dates. Commissioner Douglas
made a motion to accept Debbie Bennett-Stearman's recommendation on these homes,
the advertising and due dates for opening the bids, seconded by Vice-President Bledsoe.
With no further discussion, the Motion carried 3-0. Assessor Minkler requested a list of

the homes to be torn down.

e Appointments for 2016

COMMISSIONERS’ APPOINTMENTS 2016

Emergency Medical Director

County Attorney

County Highway Supervisor

Director of Maintenance, Safety, & ADA Compliance
Veteran Service Officer

Emergency Management Agency Director
Weights & Measurers Director

Wabash River Heritage Corridor Commission
(Alternate) Wabash River Heritage Corridor Commission
Alcohol Beverage Commission

Local Emergency Planning Commission
Workforce Investment Board

Gibson County Economic Development

Four Rivers R C & D for 2012 & 2012
County Physician

Regional Economic Development Corporation
Regional Economic Development Corporation
County Grievance Board

Gibson County Hospital Board

Sheriff’s Pension Board

Gibson County Chamber of Commerce

EMA District 10 Planning Council

(Serves until resignation or replacement)

James E. Allen
James McDonald 111
Chuck Lewis

Andy Schafer

Jerry Wright

Terry Hedges

Gary Dawson

Bill Knowles
Gerald Bledsoe

Jim Bryant

Alan Douglas

Alan Douglas
Gerald Bledsoe

Jeff Ford

Quentin Emerson, M.D.
Steve Bottoms

Ed Prior

All three Commissioners
Sherri Smith

Alan Douglas
Gerald Bledsoe
David Wassmer



Redevelopment Commission

Non-voting member from local school board

Subdivision Committee

The above appointments are for one year except as noted

Rick Reed
James Amick
George Ballard

Steve Gruszewski(two year term

expires 12-31-17
John Howe

The following appointments are for more than one year except as noted

Redevelopment Authority

Visitor and Tourism Board
Continuing member terms
Terms expire 12-31-2016

Terms expire 12-31-2015

Downtown Princeton Inc.

Owensville/Montgomery Twp. Fire District
Continuing members

Term expires 12-31-2015

Term expires 12-31-2016

Term expires 12-31-2017

Fire Chiefs Association

District Planning Over Sight Committee

Princeton Plan Commission
Term expires 12-31-2017
Term expires 12-31-2017

Haubstadt Planning Commission
Term expires 12-31-2017
Term expires 12-31-2016

Dr. Ralph Welp
Tim Henning
Ken Beckerman

George Rehnquist
Margaret Hughes

Mary Francis McDonald
Stanley Madison

Alan Douglas

Alan Douglas

Lee Byrns
Jeff Roberts
Darren McClellan

Commissioners (3 Man Rotation)

Gerald Bledsoe

Randy Scales
Helen Hauke

Charlie Schmitt
Bo Ross



Ditch Commissioners

Black River Commission
Term expires 12-31-18
Term expires 12-31-16
Term expires 12-31-17

Blair Ditch Commissioners
Term expires 12-31-18
Term expires 12-31-16
Term expires 12-31-17

Hull Ditch Commissioners
Term expires 12-31-2018
Term expires 12-31-2016
Term expires 12-31-2017

Maumee Ditch Commissioners

Term expires 12-31-2018
Term expires 12-31-2016
Term expires 12-31-2017

Scott Ditch Commissioners
Term expires 12-31-2018
Term expires 12-31-2016
Term expires 12-31-2017

Local Health Board

Term expires 12-31-2019
Term expires 12-31-2019
Term expires 12-31-2016
Term expires 12-31-2019
Term expires 12-31-2018
Term expires 12-31-2019
Term expires 12-31-2019

Community Corrections
Public Defender

Victim Advocate

Probation Officer
Educational Administrator
Mental Health Administrator
6 Lay Persons

Lisa Moody Appointed 12-31-11

Alan Bender
Ken Jochim
Brian Davis

Todd Kifer
Tim Chamberlain
Mark Kissel

Joe Bammer
Ron Hudson
Ed Horrall

Steve Nottingham
Ronald Krueger
Kevin Roberts

Will Scott
Jay Sensmeier
Dennis Simpson

Cathy Nossett

M.S Krishna

Chris Stoffel

Nicholas Ivy

Dr. Sarah Stewart-Bailey
Dr. Ronald Rexing

term ends 12-31-19

Sheryl Walker-Isakson Appointed 12-31-11 term ends 12-31-19
Jodi Montgomery Appointed 01-06-15 term ends 12-31-19

Jon Adams Appointed 12-31-11
Appointed 12-31-11

Alan Douglas Appointed 12-31-11
Appointed 12-31-11
Appointed 12-31-11

term ends 12-31-19
term ends 12-31-19
term ends 12-31-19
term ends 12-31-19
term ends 12-31-19

Debra Ferguson Appointed 12-31-11 term ends 12-31-19



Kathleen Johnson Appointed 12-31-11  term ends 12-31-19

David Rode Appointed 12-31-11 term ends 12-31-19
Library Boards
Princeton Public Library
Term expires 12-31-2015 Matt Wallace
Oakland City Library David Sams
Term expires 9-1-2016
Owensville Library
Term expires 11-01-2017 Sybil Davis
Term expires 12-31-2017 Sandra Edwards
Ft. Branch Library
Term expires 3-3-2017 Carmen Hauschild
Term expires 10-18-2016 Steve Greubel

Gibson County Economic Development Commission (June 5, 2012)

Kathy Cowling (Princeton City Council) Term expires 1-31-2014
C.T. Montgomery (County Council Appointment) Term expires 1-31-2015
Todd Mosby (Commissioners appointment) Term expires 1-31-2016

Gibson County Holding Corporation

Sherri Smith
Michael Stevenson
Steve Bottoms

Commissioner Douglas made a motion that they accept these appointments, seconded by Vice-
President Bledsoe. With no further discussion, the Motion carried 3-0.

e Railroad Issues - Jim Tate has addressed the Commissioners on several occasions but
doesn't feel much progress has been made. On the 27th there was one blocking the road
15 consecutive hours; on the 28th he thinks that a different train blocked the road for 26
consecutive hours. Railroad employee asked why he was turning around on their road
they use between the tracks. He said there is no adequate turn around and if they are
going to continue to block the road there should be a turnaround. He doesn't feel they are
getting any results. He knows that Sheriff Bottoms has issued one ticket per time per
train. Mr. Tate believes that the law says they can only block the track for 10 minutes.
He believes that what they are doing is not working. Vice-President Bledsoe says that
they have a call into the Railroad asking that he and Jim meet with the Railroad. As of



yet they do not have a time or day. President Bottoms says that he has called the dispatch
office more than once to see if the railroad has informed them that the road is closed and
they have not. He thinks that is total negligence for the safety of the people. EMS is not
notified when the road is blocked. They are upset about that and know that it is a safety
issue and yet they don't even call the dispatcher and tell them that they have the road
closed. Vice-President Bledsoe says they are told they must go higher up and that is what
they are trying to do. Mr. Tate asked if they would ask for a proper turnaround and Vice-
President Bledsoe said they would add it to the list. He also said that there is a hearing on
January 19th at the Commissioner's meeting. They have paid some of the tickets, the
Prosecuting Attorney is handling this.

President Bottoms did tell everyone about the Swearing-In Ceremony up at the Courthouse and
everyone is invited.

Commissioner Douglas made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Vice-President Bledsoe, Motion
carried 3-0.

Minutes are from the 12/29/15 Regular Meeting.

Gerald Bledsoe, Vice-President

Alan Douglas, CompiSsioner

L,

ATTEST: Sherri Smith, Auditor




